
• Morgan’s Message, a new club at IHS, attracted more than a dozen people to its first 
meeting on November 1st. The club is connected to a national organization by the 
same name. Its mission is to help improve mental health specifically for student-
athletes. Organizers are sophomores Emma Francis and Bella Quintero. Meeting #2 is  
scheduled for December 6th. 

• Native American storyteller, Mr. Perry Ground, spoke at all six of our elementary 
schools and two middle schools over the past few weeks. The RIT professor and 
cultural educator taught students about the history of the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy, sharing stories in an entertaining and age-appropriate way during our 
Heritage Month for Indigenous People.  

• For the second time in four years and third time in coach Marc Callari’s 27 seasons, the 
IHS girls volleyball team has earned a spot in the state tournament final four. The 
Eagles are 21-1 and are Section V Class A1 champions for the ninth time under coach 
Callari. They’re scheduled to play in Glens Falls on Saturday at 3:30 PM. 

• Senior Gigi Guagliardo, a senior, was named Monroe County Division 3 Swimmer of 
the Year. She was runner-up in sectionals in diving and the butterfly and was on the 
third-place medley relay team with Robin Weber, Ila (pronounced EYE-luh) Johnson 
and Beatrix Freeman. 

• Spanish Foreign Exchange student Ines DePablo Arenas, a junior enrolled in an IHS 
Sports Marketing class, took first place in the North Atlantic region in the first round of 
the DECA Virtual Business Sports online competition.  

• More than 55 IHS students were inducted into the National Honor Society and 
National Technical Honor Society, and 14 IHS athletes signed national letters of intent 
to play sports in college. 

• Junior Ella Belculfine, sophomore Gracie Budd, senior Annaliese White and junior 
Ellery McClenathan have been selected for the 2022–23 Hochstein Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. It is the highest-level youth orchestra in the Hochstein School’s four-tier 
youth program. 

• Seven students were chosen for the Junior High All-State music festival in mixed and 
treble choir and orchestra. Congratulations to freshmen Lexie Alaimo, Olivia Croll, 
Owen Democko, Mason Gohringer, Elisa Pacyga (pronounced pah-SEE-gah), eighth-
grader Liam Pace and seventh-grader Katherine Pluff. 
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• More than 60 students and faculty from Dake Jr. High School volunteered to rake 
leaves for local veterans for three hours on Veterans Day. The wife of one appreciative 
veteran whose yard was cleared wrote on Facebook: “(The students) are what make 
West Irondequoit schools so special. We should be proud of these children and faculty, 
especially Mr. Dunn, who arranged this amazing gift.”   

• Haunted Hallways, a new Halloween-themed event at Dake Junior High School held on 
October 28th and 29th, not only entertained hundreds of guests but it raised $3,300 for 
the Irondequoit Community Cupboard. Bravo to Interim Principal Dave Dunn, his staff, 
students and volunteers who pulled it off. Ghost Walk, a storytelling event through the 
halls of IHS, was also held at IHS on Friday, October 28th and was a big Halloween hit. It 
attracted about 350 people and was organized by the IHS Introduction to Theatre and 
Public Speaking/Media classes. 


